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Synopsis

David loved Cindy and was loved in return. Or so he thought. The troubled young man clung to his
new love and dreamed of their future together. So begins the chain of events that was to evolve into
a horror of terrifying proportions. Jack Olsen, best-selling author of Son, now reveals the details of a
true-life romance gone hideously awry. After weeks of planning, the young misfits from two fine old
Texas families donned grotesque battle gear and crept into the luxurious home where Cindy Ray’s
parents lay asleep with her two small sons. In the hot muggy room, the "cold kill" was over in
seconds. Everyone who knew the unpredictable Cindy suspected that she was involved, but the
ghastly crime had been so carefully orchestrated that Houston’s top homicide detectives could get
nowhere. Cindy wore black and sobbed at the funeral, then began a frenzied attempt to collect her
inheritance and as many of her wealthy parents possessions as she could haul away. No one
except David West was surprised when she walked out on him. Then the story took another bizarre
turn. In a final bid to solve the case, a seductive young private investigator was assigned to cozy up
to West. Soon the gullible killer was in love, once again with fateful consequences. Traditionally,
true-crime drama illuminates the sinister motivations in the human psyche. Yet Cold Kill reveals
something still more frightful - unspeakable murders are committed, not out of greed, revenge, or
blind demented rage, but out of a troubled young man’s tragically misconceived code of honor and a
desperate need to please and protect the woman of his dreams. Jack Olsen’s Cold Kill is a stunning
testament to the profoundly discerning eye of a grand master of true crime. To listen to Cold Kill is
not to forgive David West. It is, however, to undergo the uncanny experience of feeling oneself

slowly but surely moving into the shoes of a pathological killer.
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Customer Reviews

Had David West never met Cindy Ray, he’d probably living out his life in the Montrose dreaming of
all the women who got away. Cindy Ray was a classic train wreck. Crazy! | don’t believe she was
ever abused, sexually or physically. She was a pathological liar and oh so many other things, all of
them evil. This is an outstanding book, written as only the late great Jack Olsen could write. | literally

could not put it down once | opened the book. I've yet to read an Olsen book that wasn’'t A+++!

What's even more terrifying than the story is the editing. Had the story not been what it was, | would
have quit, due to the horrendous editing!! And if that wasn’t bad enough, the ending is ridiculous! It's
like the author got bored or was not going to make his deadline and just stopped. | am so

disappointed, as every other book | have read by this author was excellent :-(

After reading all of this author’s, even though | thought it was better written than lots of true crime, it
was just my least favorite of all his books. It took me longer to read because | lost interest, too long

to tell the story.

Good book. Only Olsen can write a great true crime story with the detail that is a look into the mind

of a killer.

Amazing in its intimate detail of the people involved and how it draws the reader in. Riveting

storytelling of this crime and the way it was solved. Needed proofing, but still worth 5 stars.

Gives the reader a roller coaster ride into the minds of two evil people. Read it and keep your lights

on.

The story is interesting but the editing is terrible. Several times whole sections of sentences are
repeated. Words are constantly misspelled . Several words have no meanings. Someone needs to
at least edit the electronic copy before publication. | don’t think it has been edited at all. It really

diminishes the quality of an otherwise good read.

| agree with several responses that the ending was disappointing. After reading which | felt was a lot



of rambling then to basically end it with | think one small paragraph. Also the typos and poor

grammar was awful.
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